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Public  Health  Department, 

74  Wyee  Cop, 

Shrewsbury, 

31s^  March,  1924. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury . 

Genteemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1923. 

Adverse  conditions  have  prevailed  in  the  form  of  epidemics 
of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease.  The 
last  mentioned  has  brought  about  an  indirect  influence,  by  aggra¬ 
vating  unemployment  and  trade  depression. 

In  spite  of  these  factors  the  Borough  compares  very  favourably 
with  others  of  similar  size,  as  will  be  seen  by  inspection  of  the 
figures  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  GORDON  SMITH. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT,  1923. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer : 

fH.  Gordon  Smith,  M.D.  (State  Medicine),  B.S.  (Bond.), 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Camb.). 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

f ^Senior. — Thomas  SpEake,  Cert. R. San. I. 
t*W.  H.  Purseow,  Cert. R. San. I. 

School  Nurse  : 

fMiss  Janet  Arnott,  C.M.B. 

Health  Visitors  : 

fMiss  Feorence  E.  Brett,  Cert. S. I. Exam. Bd.,  Dip.  Nat. 
Health. 

fMiss  Audrey  Raven,  C.M.B. ,  Cert. S. I. Exam. Bd.,  Dip.  Nat. 
Health. 

Clerks  : 

f  Chief. — G.  Nicholas  (and  Laboratory  Assistant). 
fMiss  Lilian  L.  Lewis. 

C.  J.  Statham. 

Abattoir  Superintendent  and  Inspector  of  Meat : 

*Frank  Farrell. 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspector : 

t William  C.  Heas. 

Matron,  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital : 

Miss  A.  Kate  Ellis. 

Public  Analyst : 

{A.  Bostock  Hill,  M.D.,  D.P.H. ,  F.I.C. 


*Qualified  Meat  Inspectors. 

fSalary  contribution  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  or  by 
Exchequer  Grants. 

{Part-time  Officer. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1923. 

Area  of  Borough  (excluding  water),  in  acres  ...  ...  3,470 


Population  (Census 

1921) 

•  •  • 

...  31,030 

Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1921)  ... 

•  •  • 

6,742 

Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census  1921) 

6,995 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. . . 

...  £182,153 

Sum  represented  by 

a  Penny  Rate 

. . . 

£659 

BIRTHS  : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

269 

300 

569  l  627 

58  j 

Illegitimate 

30 

28 

Shrewsbury.  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTH  RATE 

...  19.8 

19.7 

DEATHS : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

203 

199 

402 

Shrewsbury.  England  and  Wales. 
DEATH  RATE  ...  12.7  11.6 

No.  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : — 


From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 

Eegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  56.2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  120-7 


Shrewsbury.  England  and  Wales. 
INFANT1EE  MORTATITY  RATE  62  69 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  ...  6 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  0.76 

Death  Rate  from  all  Tuberculous  Diseases  (including 

phthisis)  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  1.01 
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NOTEWORTHY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  schemes  have  been  initiated  or  completed 
during  the  year  and  require  brief  mention  : — 

(a)  The  provision  of  a  plant  for  filtering,  aerating,  re-heating 
and  circulating  the  water  in  the  swimming  baths. 

(b)  Overhauling  of  the  Bell’s  pressure  filters  for  the  Severn  water 
and  the  provision  of  new  bottoms  and  other  parts  which  had 
become  corroded,  thereby  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  filters. 

(c)  The  provision  of  new  chemical  pumps,  valves  and  gear  to 
facilitate  the  injection  and  mixing  of  the  chemical  solutions  added 
to  the  Severn  water. 

(d)  The  underdrainage  of  the  irrigation  areas  at  the  Sewage 
Farm  at  Monkmoor. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND 
OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  PIome. —  (a)  General. — The 
local  branch  of  the  Victoria  District  Nursing  Association  carries 
out  nearly  the  whole  of  the  professional  nursing  amongst  the  working 
classes. 

(b). — With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  (measles,  etc.),  it  is 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  two  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the 
Borough  Council  to  nurse  such  cases  when  circumstances  render 
such  a  course  necessary. 

Midwives.- — The  supervising  authority  of  the  Midwives  in  the 
Borough  is  the  Salop  County  Council.  Twenty-one  midwives  are 
resident,  and  practise  in  the  Borough  ;  none  are  employed  or 
subsidised  by  the  Borough  Council. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  is  situated  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Borough 
Health  Department,  74  Wyle  Cop,  Shrewsbury.  The  rooms  are 
shared  by  the  Borough  Education  Committee,  who  use  them  as  a 
School  Clinic.  The  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  from  2  to  4  p.m. 
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Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — The  Salop  County  Council 
provides  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Belmont,  Shrewsbury, 
where  Borough  patients  attend  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

Venereal  Disease  Dispensary. — The  Shrewsbury  Dispensary 
Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  is  utilised  for  this  purpose  by  the  Salop 
County  Council.  Three  sessions  per  week  are  held  :  Tuesday  and 
Friday,  from  6  to  8  p.m.  for  Men  ;  and  Monday,  from  2  to  4  p.m., 
for  Women. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the 

County  Council. 

Fever. — The  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Joint  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital  is  situated  at  Monkmoor,  Shrewsbury,  and  has  accommodation 
for  twenty-six  patients. 

Small-pox. — A  Small-pox  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the 
Borough  Council  at  Underdale  Road,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  capable 
of  receiving  six  patients. 

Maternity  Home. — The  Victoria  District  Nursing  Association 
carries  on  a  maternity  home  at  1,  Claremont  Bank,  Shrewsbury,  and 
an  agreement  exists  between  it  and  the  Salop  County  Council 
and  Borough  Council  whereby  the  Councils  have  the  joint  use  of 
one  bed,  at  a  fee  agreed  upon. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers. 
The  building  formerly  known  as  “  Chaddeslode  ”  served  this  pur¬ 
pose,  but  this  was  closed  during  1921  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

No  home  for  illegitimate  infants  exists  in  the  Borough. 

Homeless  children  are  received  in  one  of  the  Poor  Daw  Homes, 
three  of  which  are  situated  in  the  town. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (a)  For  infectious  cases.  A  horse 
ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 
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(b)  For  non-inf ectious  and  accident  cases.  A  motor  ambulance 
owned  by  the  Salop  County  Council  is  generally  used  for  such  cases 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  taken  at  Coton  Hill,  records  of  which 
have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Gepp,  was  23.42. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  fall  in  each  month,  with  the 
number  of  days  on  which  0.01,  or  more,  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell,  the 
greatest  rainfall  on  any  day,  and  the  date  of  the  highest  daily 
rainfall  in  each  month  : — 


Total  fall 
in  inches. 

No.  of  days 
.01  or  more 
of  rain. 

Greatest 

fall. 

Date  of 
greatest  fall 

January 

1.07 

19 

.22 

7 

February 

3.70 

23 

.36 

17 

March 

1.13 

14 

.25 

7 

April 

2.04 

16 

.42 

12 

May 

2.24 

18 

.55 

5 

June 

0.36 

13 

.07 

16 

July 

1.84 

15 

.36 

31 

August 

2.52 

19 

.60 

29 

September 

1.35 

14 

.27 

20 

October 

3.13 

25 

.40 

26 

November 

1.61 

15 

.45 

13 

December 

2.43 

18 

.34 

31 

Total 

23.42 

209 

•  *  • 

... 

Below  is  recorded  the  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  six  vears  : — 


1918 

...  24.74 

inches 

1919 

...  24.68 

J) 

1920 

...  28.64 

J  J 

1921 

...  16.08 

l  » 

1922 

...  22.74 

1923 

...  23.42 

y  y 

9 


Population. 


The  following  Census  figures  show  the  increase  of  population 
in  successive  decades  : — 


Year. 

Population. 

Increase. 

1841 

18,285 

— 

1861 

22,025 

3740 

1871 

23,406 

1381 

1881 

26,478 

3072 

1891 

26,967 

489 

1901 

28,395 

1428 

1911 

29,389 

994 

1921 

31,030 

1641 

The  following  table  gives  the  Birth  Rates  of  Shrewsbury 
compared  with  England  and  Wales,  since  1890 


Year. 

Birth 

Rates. 

Shrewsbury. 

England  &  Wales. 

1890—99 

26.9 

30.0 

1900—09 

24.3 

31.4 

1910 

21.8 

24.8 

1911 

21.8 

24.4 

1912 

22.5 

23.8 

1913 

20.7 

23.9 

1914 

20.8 

23.6 

1915 

19.9 

21.8 

1916 

19.4 

21.6 

1917 

15.4 

17.8 

1918 

17.4 

17.7 

1919 

18.2 

18.5 

1920 

23.9 

25.4 

1921 

21.3 

22.4 

1922 

19.5 

20.6 

1923 

19.8 

19.7 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1923  and  previous  Years. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the 

Year  1923. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 

WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

AGES  OF 

WITHIN  OR 

Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Under  1 

rH 

CO 

lO 

o 

r-H 

lO 

r-H 

o 

OJ 

CO 

lO 

tH 

65  and 

over 

ARE  CAUSES 

203 

199 

39 

15 

9 

6 

2 

4 

4 

7 

33 

25 

91 

167 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Small- Pox  ... 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

*  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

Measles 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

2 

3 

. . . 

•  •  • 

i 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

14 

•  .  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Influenza 

16 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

4 

18 

Encephalitis  Eethargica  ... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

System 

16 

8 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

l 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

14 

1 

6 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

... 

2 

.  .  r 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

17 

25 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

17 

20 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

2 

.  •  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

11 

14 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  a 

7 

18 

Heart  Disease 

31 

28 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

7 

20 

31 

Arterio-sclerosis 

9 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

*  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

3 

11 

Bronchitis 

8 

1  10 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

♦  • . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  ,  . 

•  .  . 

2 

16 

Pneumonia  ( all  forms) 

20 

22 

7 

6 

2 

i 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

1 

3 

4 

9 

7 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Duodenum 

Diarrhoea,  &  c.  (under  2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

. . . 

•  •  » 

1 

years) 

3 

3 

5 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  « 

•  • 

. . . 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis  ... 

6 

3 

•  .  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  River 

1 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

I 

•  •  • 

1 

. . . 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

2 

... 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  accidents  &  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

... 

turition 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

%  Birth 

8 

7 

15 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

Suicide 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

4 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

4 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 

30 

33 

5 

3 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

5 

5 

36 

known 

1 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  cases  notified  under 
the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  and  special  regulations, 
etc.,  was  176,  and  in  the  table  below  these  notifications  are 
tabulated  in  monthly  periods  : — 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified,  1923. 


Month. 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Dysentery. 

tfj  . 

*3  y 

13  So 

_l3 

c.2 

o  tl 
a  H 

Erysipelas. 

Malaria. 

1  Opthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

i 

Poliomyelitis. 

Polio- 

Fncephalitis. 

1 

Pneumonia . 

J  Puerperal 

Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

1  Typhoid  Fever. 

|  Trench  Fever. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

i 

Ifr 

3 

pm 

Other 

Forms. 

Jan. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Feb. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

March  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

2 

5 

— 

— 

7 

3 

April 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

May 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

June 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

July  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

2 

1 

August  ... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Sept. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

13 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Oct. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

9 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Nov. 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Dec. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Totals  ... 

— 

11 

— 

— 

12 

— 

3 

— 

— 

43 

3 

50 

— 

— 

32 

22 

The  death  rates  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases  are 
represented  in  the  following  table,  along  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales,  etc.,  per  1,000  of  population  : — 


Enteric 

Small¬ 

Scarlet  Whooping 

Diph¬ 

Influ¬ 

Fever. 

pox. 

Measles. 

Fever. 

Cough. 

theria. 

enza. 

England  &  Wales  0.01 
105  County  Boroughs 

0.00 

0.14 

0.03 

0.10 

0.07 

0.22 

and  Great  Towns  0.01 

0.00 

0.15 

0.03 

0.12 

0.09 

0.22 

157  Smaller  Towns  0.01 

0.00 

0.19 

0.02 

0.10 

0.06 

0.21 

Shrewsbury  ...  0.00 

0.00 

0.25 

0.00 

0.13 

0.00 

0.95 

Cases  of  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1923. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  from  the 
various  infectious  diseases  compared  with  the  numbers  for  the 
previous  ten  years  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified ,  1913-1623. 


1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ - 

- 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  | 
Membran. Croup  ) 

110 

58 

62 

105 

45 

71 

26 

38 

57 

15 

11 

Erysipelas 

9 

16 

16 

6 

9 

15 

7 

13 

17 

7 

12 

Scarlet  Fever 

85 

63 

54 

83 

54 

28 

26 

22 

33 

35 

50 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

2 

3 

Ophthal.  Neon. 

1 

5 

10 

5 

6 

4 

8 

16 

4 

2 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

^Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

120 

53 

43 

61 

43 

*5Measles 

— 

— 

— 

31 

502 

454 

405 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*5German  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

27 

199 

29 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro -Spinal 
Fever 

1 

1 

1 

3 

^Encephalitis 

Eethargica 

_ 

_ 

__ 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

#Polio  -Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47 

3 

2 

— 

— 

^Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

- — - 

— • 

— 

^Trench  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

213 

144 

145 

262 

816 

602 

696 

156 

160 

126 

122 

a  Became  a  compulsorily  notifiable  disease,  1919. 
b  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  1915. 

*  Compulsory  notification  rescinded,  1919. 
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Ophthalmia  Nlonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Deaths. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

3 

1 

2 

(Out  pati 

3 

ents.) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

The  undermentioned  specimens  were  examined  in  the  Borough 
Laboratory  : — 

Examinations  for  Bacillus  Diphtheriae. 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Swabs  taken  from  School  Children  ... 
Swabs  from  Diphtheria  Patients  at 

5 

30 

35 

the  Isolation  Hospital 

64 

211 

275 

Swabs  taken  from  other  cases 

11 

90 

101 

Totals  . . . 

80 

331 

411 

The  undermentioned  specimens  from  the  Borough  were 

exam- 

ined,  with  the  results  shown,  at  the  Birmingham  University  : 

; — 

Positive. 

Negative.  Total. 

Discharges  for  bacillus  diphtheriae  . . . 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacillus 

11 

66 

77 

Widal’s  reaction  for  enteric  fever 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

Totals  . . . 

11 

73 

84 

The  incidence  of  the  notifiable 

diseases  has 

remained 

much 

the  same  as  in  recent  years,  although  there  was 

a  localised  out- 

break  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  September  and  October.  This 
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apparently  originated  in  one  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  from 
which  most  of  the  patients  came.  In  a  few  large  families  nearly 
all  the  children  were  affected.  In  other  instances  several  of  the 
contacts  had  sore  throats,  but  no  rash  or  desquamation,  so  could 
not  be  certified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

These  individuals  are,  in  my  opinion,  of  much  importance 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  control  of  the  disease,  as  in  several 
cases  they  appear  to  have  acted  as  “  carriers.” 

Apart  from  these  many  of  the  patients  had  Scarlet  Fever  in 
such  a  mild  form  that  they  would  have  been  overlooked  if  there 
had  not  been  a  history  of  contact  with  a  definite  case.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  public  should  realise  that  Scarlet  Fever  may  be  present 
with  slight  signs  and  symptoms,  and  that  the  person  affected  may 
hand  it  on  in  a  more  serious  form.  Some  children  have  recently 
been  exposed  in  school  and  elsewhere  while  suffering  from  the 
disease  because  their  parents  have  tried  to  explain  away  a  doubtful 
rash  as  due  to  “  a  chill.” 

Diphtheria  with  a  total  of  11  notifications  during  the  year  has 
needed  slight  attention.  It  should  be  noted  that  no  deaths  resulted 
from  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  which  were  once  regarded  as 
fearsome  diseases.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  local  practitioners 
immediate  notification  of  Diphtheria  renders  possible  the  prompt 
administration  of  Anti-toxin,  so  that  recovery  can  usually  be 
expected. 

Not  so  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  of  which  there 
were  serious  epidemics  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The 
former  accounted  for  8  deaths,  the  latter  4,  but  this  is  probably 
an  underestimate,  as  several  children  certified  as  dying  from 
Bronchitis  or  Pneumonia  appear  to  have  had  these  as  complications 
of  the  first  mentioned  diseases. 

Although  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  notifiable 
in  the  Borough,  it  was  ascertained  that  few  infants  among  the 
working  classes  escaped.  Many  had  both  complaints. 

Tuberculosis  is  not  notified  promptly  like  the  other  diseases  ; 
frequently  a  death  return  is  the  first  intimation  received.  The 
control  of  this  disease  which  is  so  closely  related  to  Housing  has 
received  the  sympathetic  consideration  of  the  Public  Health  and 
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Housing  Committees.  Several  of  the  patients  have  received 
municipal  houses  :  many  await  their  turn  ;  others  are  unable 
to  pay  the  rent.  The  last  mentioned  are  now  being  considered  by 
the  Council  and  it  is  possible  that  they  will  be  assisted  financially 
or  otherwise. 

Numerous  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice,  sometimes  because  Small  Pox  has  been  suspected.  For¬ 
tunately  no  case  of  the  latter  disease  has  been  discovered  in  the 
town. 

The  public  should  know  that  Vaccination  as  now  practised 
would  not  be  a  safeguard  against  an  epidemic  of  Small  Pox. 
Medical  examination  of  Elementary  School  Children  gives  the 
following  results  : — 

Age  5  group.  Percentage  un vaccinated  40.6 
,,  8  ,,  ,,  ,,  42.5 

„  12  ,,  29.9 


Evidence  of  re- vaccination  is  scarcely  ever  seen.  It  is  unneces 
sary  to  enumerate  the  pros  and  cons  of  Vaccination,  the  individual 
should  have  confidence  in  those  who  are  considered  competent  to 
advise.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  a  person  who  has  been  vaccinated 
and  re- vaccinated  according  to  modern  principles  can  expose  himself 
with  impunity  to  a  case  of  Small  Pox.  Vaccination  as  carried  out 
by  modern  methods  is  harmful  to  nobody  except  in  special  circum¬ 
stances,  concerning  which  any  medical  practitioner  should  be  able 
to  give  an  opinion. 

Reference  must  be  made  to  the  opening  in  November  of  the 
new  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  J  oint 
Hospital  Board.  The  building  was  completed  at  a  time  when 
difficulty  was  being  experienced  in  accommodating  numerous  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  in  the  old  premises  at  Monkmoor 
Hall.  The  new  hospital  will  accommodate  26  patients  according 
to  the  Ministry’s  standards  of  cubic  and  floor  space,  and  is  proving 
to  be  a  great  asset. 

Ninety-three  patients  have  been  admitted  during  the  year 


as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Other 

Diseases 

Borough  of  Shrewsbury 

11 

48 

1 

Atcham  Rural  District  . . . 

10 

13 

— 

Other  Areas 

...  1 

9 

— 
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Two  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  neces¬ 
sitated  a  change  in  diagnosis  after  admission  to  hospital. 

Only  three  deaths  have  occurred  in  the  Institution  :  two  from 
Diphtheria  and  one  from  Scarlet  Fever  ;  neither  of  these  cases 
coming  from  the  Borough. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  results  of  preventive  methods  are  striking  when  applied 
to  certain  Infectious  Diseases,  such  as  Small  Pox  and  Enteric 
Fever.  In  this  town  the  latter  disease  has  been  almost  unknown 
since  the  installation  of  the  pressure  filters  for  the  Severn  water 
in  1909. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  Preventive  Medicine 
is  only  applicable  to  infectious  diseases.  Many  complaints  leading 
to  much  suffering,  with  a  high  rate  of  mortality,  could  be  diminished 
with  the  co-operation  and  use  of  intelligence  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  Among  these  diseases  is  Cancer,  the  precise  cause  of 
which  is  unknown.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  chronic  irritation 
plays  an  important  part,  e.g.,  Cancer  of  the  tongue  may  be  due  to  a 
jagged  tooth,  while  Cancer  of  the  lip  may  be  initiated  by  the  use 
of  a  clay  pipe. 

In  all  these  conditions  early  advice  is  essential,  any  suspicious 
symptoms  should  at  once  receive  medical  attention. 

There  are  other  diseases  much  more  easily  prevented  ;  among 
these  is  Goitre,  which  is  very  prevalent  in  Shropshire.  It  has  been 
said  that  a  Goitre  may  be  seen  in  1  in  5  of  the  female  population 
of  Shrewsbury.  This  I  am  sure  is  an  overestimate,  though  many 
enlarged  necks  may  be  seen  in  the  streets  on  a  market  day  when 
people  from  the  rural  districts  enter  the  town. 

The  remedy  is  simple.  It  can  be  prevented  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  Iodine  in  a  suitable  form  to  the  Diet,  a  method  which  has 
been  adopted  in  America  with  much  success. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  those  who  wish  to  be  healthy  and  remain 
so  must  be  willing  to  accept  advice  and  take  an  interest  in  health 
matters. 

Unfortunately  many  people  decline  to  be  educated.  They 
will  not  attend  lectures  or  even  read  a  brief  report  such  as  this. 
On  the  other  hand  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  lectures 
have  been  recently  given  to  the  public  in  Shrewsbury  and  have 
even  been  asked  for  by  some  enlightened  individuals. 
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Further  progress  in  Public  Health  is  largely  dependant  on 
the  goodwill  of  the  public. 

In  Shrewsbury  much  has  been  done  for  the  inhabitants.  So 
much  indeed  that  it  seems  to  be  customary  to  take  the  good  results 
as  a  matter  of  course  and  to  forget  that  there  are  other  districts 
far  less  up-to-date. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  year  1923, 


Net  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  year  of  age  : 


Cause  of  Death, 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks.  I 

2-3  weeks.  | 

3-4  weeks.  j 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

l  4  weeks  and 
|  under  3  months 

3  months  and 

under  6  months.  1 

6  months  and 

under  9  months  8 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  year. 

Small-pox 

_ 

_ 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Laryngitis 

..  _ 

— 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

7 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Enteritis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Gastritis 

Syphilis  ... 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

Injury  at  Birth... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

Premature  Birth 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

6 

Atrophy,  Debility  &  Marasmus 

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Influenza... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

■ — 

2 

2 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Burning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Causes 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Totads 

12 

3 

1 

— 

16 

3 

3 

2 

15 

39 

Still-births,  16. 


under  1  year, 
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The  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  has  varied 
but  slightly.  Dr.  Turnbull,  one  of  the  Ministry’s  Inspectors, 
visited  the  town  in  August  to  report  upon  the  work  done  and  the 
results  achieved.  Subsequently  the  following  satisfactory  com¬ 
ments  were  received  from  the  Ministry  : — 

“  I  am  to  express  the  Minister’s  appreciation  of  the 
good  work  which  is  being  carried  on  and  to  state  that  he 
notes  with  satisfaction  the  low  infant  mortality  in  the  Borough 
during  1922. 

At  the  same  time  I  am  to  point  out  that  the  two  direc¬ 
tions  in  which  extension  of  work  is  specially  desirable  are 
the  provision  for  ante-natal  care  and  for  instruction  in 
Mothercraft,  and  I  am  to  ask  the  Council  to  consider  what 
measures  can  usefully  be  taken  towards  this  end.” 

The  Council  decided  to  act  upon  these  suggestions,  and  an 
Ante-Natal  Clinic,  conducted  by  an  experienced  local  practitioner, 
will  be  opened  during  the  coming  year.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what 
results  will  be  obtained.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  resent  inno¬ 
vations,  though  the  need  for  such  a  clinic  is  indisputable. 

Fifteen  deaths  from  prematurity  and  congenital  debility  form 
a  large  proportion  out  of  a  total  of  39  infantile  deaths. 

The  Welfare  Clinic  maintains  its  popularity  and  success. 
There  continues  to  be  shown  greater  intelligence  in  the  feeding 
and  upbringing  of  infants.  The  Spring  epidemics  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough  had  a  far  reaching  effect.  Many  of  the  children 
that  recovered  were  enfeebled,  and  it  became  necessary  to  increase 
the  amount  of  milk  distributed  free  of  charge  from  the  Centre. 
The  value  of  this  measure  is  striking,  many  of  the  babies  put  on 
weight  immediately.  It  should  be  noted  that  dried  milk  is  but 
little  used  by  the  working  classes,  apparently  because  it  is  more 
expensive.  Generally  the  new  milk  sold  in  the  town  is  of  good 
quality  and  reasonably  fresh  as  most  of  it  is  produced  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Borough’s  boundaries.  Nevertheless,  the  mothers 
are  always  advised  at  the  Centre  to  pasteurise  the  milk  as  soon  as 
it  is  purchased. 
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There  have  been  numerous  applications  for  admission  to  the 
maternity  bed  shared  by  the  County  and  Borough  Councils  at  the 
Victoria  Association  Nursing  Home.  Unfortunately  many  women 
expected  to  be  confined  at  or  about  the  same  period.  In  spite  of 
this  ten  applicants  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  were 
admitted  during  the  year.  All  expressed  satisfaction  at  their 
treatment.  A  second  bed  could  certainly  be  utilised  to  advantage. 

Although  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  higher  than  that  of 
last  year,  mainly  on  account  of  infectious  diseases,  it  will  be  observed 
that  it  is  lower  in  Shrewsbury  than  in  the  other  156  smaller  towns, 
a  fact  deserving  appreciation. 


Births. 

During  the  year  650  births  have  been  notified.  Of  this  number 
313  were  boys  and  337  girls.  The  births  belonging  to  the  Borough 
numbered  627,  making  a  birth  rate  of  19.8  per  1,000  persons.  Of 
the  627  births,  58  were  illegitimate,  which  makes  an  illegitimate 
rate  of  9.2  of  the  total  births  and  1.8  per  1,000  population. 

The  manner  in  which  the  notifications  of  births  were  made  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Doctor. 

Midwife 

or  Nurse. 

Doctor  & 
Midwife. 

Parent. 

Registrar. 

Total. 

19 

481 

128 

12 

10 

650 

Male  313 
Female  337 


Still-births  16. 
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Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors,  1923. 


Ante- 

Natal 

Visits. 

First 

Visits. 

Return 

Visits. 

Death 

Enquiries 

Still-birth 

Enquiries 

Home 

Nursing 

Child 

Welfare. 

Totals. 

J  anuary 

88 

50 

453 

1 

4 

— 

273 

869 

February 

98 

32 

447 

2 

1 

2 

243 

825 

March 

38 

61 

226 

2 

— 

1 

112 

440 

April 

68 

42 

296 

5 

3 

7 

139 

560 

May 

59 

54 

377 

3 

2 

— 

276 

771 

June 

51 

48 

356 

5 

— - 

— 

222 

682 

July 

32 

14 

296 

3 

1 

— 

199 

545 

August  . . . 

22 

58 

320 

3 

1 

1 

165 

570 

September 

40 

53 

360 

2 

2 

3 

217 

677 

October 

81 

42 

416 

2 

2 

— 

280 

CO 

Ol 

GO 

November 

71 

48 

425 

2 

— 

1 

250 

797 

December 

64 

33 

327 

5 

2 

— 

202 

633 

Total  ... 

712 

535 

4299 

35 

18 

15 

2578 

8192 

Work  at  the  Clinic. 


2812 

3400 

6212 


Mothers'  attendances 
Children's  attendances 


Total 
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The  method  of  feeding  of  infants,  as  ascertained  at  the  first 
visits,  is  indicated  below  : — 


Breast. 

Bottle  & 

Breast. 

Bottle 

Fed. 

Artificial 

Food. 

Not  in- 

investi¬ 

gated. 

Died 

before 

Fed. 

Total. 

500 

16 

31 

16 

*63 

•  •  • 

626 

*Of  these  19  were  born  in  maternity  homes,  Salop  Infirmary, 
etc.,  and  live  outside  town. 


Some  of  the  children  who  were  breast  fed  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  visit  had  a  change  of  feeding  later  and  the  number  and 
length  of  time  breast  fed  were  as  follows  : — 


Total 

Children 

observed. 

2 

weeks. 

3 

weeks. 

4 

weeks. 

5 

weeks. 

6 

weeks. 

2 

months. 

3 

months. 

4 

months. 

5 

months. 

6 

months 
&  over. 

500 

24 

13 

13 

3 

8 

19 

23 

11 

4 

382 

Method  of  feeding  those  who  died  : — 


Deaths. 

Breast. 

Bottle 

and 

Breast. 

Milk 

and 

Water. 

Artificial 

Food. 

Not  fed. 

Total 

Born  1922 

3 

1 

7 

3 

•  •  • 

14 

Born  1923 

8 

. . . 

7 

1 

9 

25 

11 

1 

14 

4 

9 

39 

24 


Public  Abattoir. 

Animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1923  : — 


Beasts  ...  ...  ...  2065 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  1557 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  9609 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  4476 


Total  ...  17707 


The  following  casualty  carcases  were  also  brought  in  for 
inspection  and  disposal : — 


Beasts 

•  •  • 

19 

Calves 

•  •  • 

12 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

•  •  • 

62 

Pigs 

•  •  • 

60 

Total 

...  153 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total 
weight  in  carcases  and  offals  of  9  tons,  13  cwt.,  2  qr.,  9  lbs., 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Carcases. 

Offals. 

Totals  in  lbs 

Beef  ... 

lbs. 

8740 

2937 

11677 

Veal . 

y  y 

735 

85 

820 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

>  y 

2207 

526 

2733 

Pork  ... 

y  y 

4527 

1924 

6451 

Totals  . . . 

y  y 

16209 

5472 

21681 
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Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Foot  &  Mouth  Disease  there  has 
been  some  falling  off  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered. 

A  few  alterations  have  been  effected  or  initiated  in  the  Abattoir. 
Among  these  is  the  installation  of  a  vat  for  sterilising  and  rendering 
down  condemned  meat.  Formerly  this  was  drenched  with  disin¬ 
fectant  and  then  delivered  to  a  farmer,  who  was  supposed  to  cart 
it  away  and  bury  it.  This  method  was  not  very  satisfactory,  and 
caused  several  complaints. 

Another  improvement  is  the  raising  of  the  external  doors  in 
order  to  prevent  children  and  other  curious  individuals  from 
watching  the  slaughtering  from  the  street. 


RUBRIC  HEARTH  (MIRK  AND  CREAM)  REGUEATIONS, 

1912  and  1917. 

Report  for  the  Year  Ended  31st  December, 

1923. 


L. — Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

(b) 

Number  in  which  preserva- 

Number  of  samples 

tive  was  reported  to  be 

examined  for  the 

present,  and  percentage  of 

presence  of  a 

preservative  found  in  each 

preservative. 

sample. 

Milk  . 

65 

None 

Cream  ... 

8 

4 
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2. —  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  the  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservatives 
were  correct. 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  4 

(ii.)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  - 

Total  ...  4 


(iii.)  Percentage  of  preservative  found  in 
each  sample 


(1) 

(2) 
(3) 


0.25 1 
0.20]' 


Boric  Acid. 


Quantity  not 
stated. 


Percentage  stated  on  statutory  label 
not  exceeding 


0.40  Boric  Acid 


(. b )  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 
cream. 


(0 

Above  35  per  cent. 

FL 

•  •  •  •  •  •  C/ 

(ii.) 

Below  35  per  cent. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Total 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements 
as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (1) 
and  the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been 
observed. — One. 
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(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with,  and  action  taken. 

Fat  59  per  cent.  Contained  0.3  per  cent.  Boric  Acid. 
No  label  on  container  to  disclose  its  presence.  This  was 
an  informal  sample  and  was  followed  by  the  taking  of  a 
formal  sample,  which  had  label  affixed. 

3. — Thickening  Substances. 

Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved  cream. 

None. 


Formae  Samples. 


Nature  of  Article. 

Number  of 
samples  taken. 

No.  of  Samples 
adulterated. 

New  Milk 

47 

3 

Cream 

2 

1 

Preserved  Cream 

1 

— 

Butter 

5 

— 

Informar  Sampres. 


Nature  of  Article. 

Number  of 
samples  taken. 

No.  of  samples 
adulterated. 

New  Milk 

18 

1 

Cream  ... 

6 

3 

Preserved  Cream 

4 

1 

White  Pepper  ... 

2 

— 

Margarine 

2 

— 

Butter  ... 

1 

— 

Coffee  ... 

2 

— 
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The  adulterated  samples,  amount  of  adulteration,  and  results 
of  proceedings,  are  given  below  : — 


Formal 

or 

Informal. 

Article 

Analysed. 

Nature  and  Amount 
of  adulteration. 

Action 

taken. 

Result. 

Formal 

New  Milk 

8%  of  added  water 

Prosecuted 

Pleaded  warranty  & 
case  withdrawn. 

Wholesaler  prose¬ 
cuted. 

9  9 

9  9  9  9 

4.5%  of  added  water 

Prosecuted 

Wholesaler  of  above. 
Fined  £5  including 
costs,  plus  £2/2/-, 
special  costs. 

9  9 

9  9  9  9 

3.5%  of  added  water 
and  9%  deficient  of 
fat. 

Prosecuted 

Pleaded  excessive 

straining.  Dis¬ 

missed  on  payment 
of  costs. 

Informal 

9  9  9  9 

17.5%  of  added  water 

Formal 

taken. 

Genuine. 

Formal 

Cream 

Contained  0.26% 
Boric  Acid  and  no 
declaratory  label. 

Prosecuted 

Fined  £3,  including 
costs. 

Informal 

9  9 

Contained  0.38% 
Boric  Acid  and  no 
declaratory  label. 

|  Formal 
/  sample 

9  9 

9  9 

Contained  0.25% 
Boric  Acid  and  no 
declaratory  label. 

|  as  above. 

9  9 

9  9 

Contained  0.3% 

Boric  Acid  and  no 
declaratory  label. 

Formal 

sample 

taken. 

Declaratory  label  on 
container. 

9  9 

Preserved 

Contained  0.29% 

Formal 

Declaratory  label  on 

Cream 

Boric  Acid  and  no 
declaratory  label. 

sample 

taken. 

container. 
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Summary  of  Work  Done  during  the  year  by  the 

Sanitary  inspectors. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made  in  connection 


with  all  branches  of  their  work  ...  ...  8909 

Informal  Notices  served  (verbal  or  written)  ...  572 

Legal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  9 

Proceedings  before  Justices  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  282 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  487 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  305 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  etc. 

The  following  tables  show  the  extent  of  the  work  done  with 
respect  to  Factories  and  Workshops  : — 


1  .—Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work¬ 
places,  including  inspections  made  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

FACTORIES 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

44 

3 

Nil. 

WORKSHOPS 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

148 

35 

Nil. 

WORKPLACES 

31 

— 

Nil. 

Total 

223 

38 

Nil. 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
peaces  : — 


Number  of 
Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 

H.M.  Inspector 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 
Want  of  Cleanliness 

17 

17 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

•  ••  •  •  •  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

•  . .  .  •  .  ... 

9 

9 

— 

insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation  < 

unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

5 

5 

not  separate  for 

sexes 

_ 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act : — 

f  Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouse 
.  1 0 1 )  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

]  Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  requirements  for 
I  Bakehouses  (S.S.  97 — 100) 

15 

15 

Other  Offences 

•  » ♦  •••  «  •  • 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

49 

49 

— 

— 

Prosecutions 
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3. — Home  Work. 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists. 
(Sent 
twice  a 
year). 

Outworkers. 

Contrac¬ 

tors. 

Work¬ 

men. 

Wearing  apparel  : — 

(1)  Making 

6 

11 

(2)  Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

■ — 

— 

Nets  other  than  wire  nets 

— 

- — - 

— 

F urniture  and  upholstery 

2 

— 

3 

Total 

8 

— 

14 

There  were  no  failures  to  send  lists  of  outworkers  nor  were 
there  any  infringements  of  the  Act. 


4. — The  Registered  Workshops  in  the  District  are  as 
Follows  :  — 


Bakehouses 

7 

Dressmakers 

11 

Brewers 

13 

Cabinet  Makers 

12 

Milliners  ... 

18 

Tailors 

17 

Sundry  trades 

133 

Domestic  workshops  ... 

29 
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5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  fix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters 

( NotifiedbyH.M.Inspectoi 

8 

referred  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  < 

Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  (s.  5) 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — - 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

nil 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  22  registered  Offensive  Trades  in  the  Borough, 
viz.  : — 


Fish  Friers  ...  ...  14 

Dealers  in  Rags  and  Bones  ...  3 

Tripe  Boilers  and  Gut  Scrapers  2 

Fellmongers  ...  ...  ] 

Tanners  ...  ...  1 

Currier  and  Feather  Dressers  1 
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Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers  registered  in  the 
Borough  is  81.  These  consist  of  22  premises  where  cows  are  kept 
and  from  which  milk  is  retailed  ;  27  milkshops  from  which  milk 
is  retailed  but  no  cows  kept,  and  32  retailers  whose  premises  are 
outside  the  Borough. 


Inspections  made  in  1923  ... 

...  106 

Notices,  verbal  or  written  ... 

27 

Defects  referred  to 

35 

Notices  complied  with 

27 

Proceedings  before  Magistrates 

...  Nil. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  during  the  year  was  10. 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations  or 
eases  of  infectious  disease. 

No  boats  are  registered  in  the  Borough. 


Shops  Acts. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  2  shopkeepers  who  persisted  in 
selling  cigarettes  and  sweets  after  closing  hours. 

Fines  were  inflicted  to  the  amount  of  £1  and  10/-  respectively. 


Rag  Flock  Act. 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 
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Infectious  Disease. 


Visits  made  by  the  Inspectors  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  infectious 


disease  : — 

342 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital 

61 

Disinfection  carried  out  after  : 

Tuberculosis 

45 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

Diphtheria 

10 

Other  diseases 

51 

T)tal 

134 

Details  of  Sanitary  Defects  dealt  with  as  a 

result  of  Routine 

Inspection  or  Complaints. 

Closets  choked  or  otherwise  defective 

147 

Drains 

120 

Defective  roofs,  walls,  eaves-gutters  and  pipes 

360 

,,  plaster,  dirty  walls  and  ceilings 

26 

,,  paving  of  floors 

12 

,,  ,,  yards 

44 

No  scullery  sinks 

35 

No  proper  refuse  receptacles 

166 

Animals  badly  kept 

8 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

12 

River  pollution 

1 

Overcrowding 

4 

Food  pantries 

1 

Fight  and  ventilation  ... 

— 

Other  defects 

112 

Total 

1048 

Number  of  houses  affected 

721 

Number  of  notices  served  re  above 

317 
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Results  of  Inspections  during  1923, 
Under  Housing  Acts  and  Regulations. 
Houses  inspected  ...  ...  303 


Defects  Found. 


Overcrowding 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25 

Closet  accommodation 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

108 

Drains 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

201 

Righting  and  ventilation 

4 

Walls,  roofs,  eaves  gutters  and  pipes  ... 

208 

Plastering,  dirty  walls 

and  ceilings 

163 

Paving  of  floors 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

142 

Paving  of  yards 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

136 

Scullery  sinks 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

82 

Food  stores 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

79 

Outbuildings 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

68 

Refuse  receptacles 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

116 

Other  defects 

•  ♦  •  •  •  • 

97 

Total  defects 

1429 

No.  of  Notices  served  re  above 
No.  of  Houses  affected 


•  •  • 


140 

254 
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HOUSING. 

The  Municipal  Schemes  are  making  slow,  but  steady  progress. 
An  impetus  has  been  given  to  Housing  during  the  last  few  months, 
and  several  houses  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

Unfortunately  most  of  these  are  for  sale  and  it  is  very  difficult 
for  a  working-class  family,  particularly  with  several  children, 
to  obtain  reasonable  housing  accommodation. 

Unfit  houses  are  as  yet  untouched  except  by  patching,  but  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Council  to  condemn  and  close  a  few  of  the  worst 
dwellings  and  to  offer  the  tenants  alternative  accommodation  in 
the  new  houses  about  to  be  erected  in  Sultan  Road.  This  will  mean 
in  some  cases  that  the  displaced  tenants  will  require  financial 
assistance  from  the  Council,  as  there  are  many  people  still  paying 
remarkably  low  rents  for  undesirable  houses. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

| ol |  T o t a  1  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 o 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  1919 

or  1923  : — 

(i.)  By  the  Uocal  Authority  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  - 

UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


I.— Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1024 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  303 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  of  the 
Bocal  Authority  or  their  officers 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit- 
fa)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ... 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts . 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  oc.  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


1024 


487 


9 


9 
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C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS, 
with  date  of  adoption  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890.  Adopted  1908. 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  Adopted  1909. 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  Adopted  1912. 
Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order, 
1885.  Adopted  1st  Feb.,  1886. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Slaughterhouses.  Adopted  13th 

Feb.,  1888. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Nuisances  in  the  Borough.  Adopted 
28th  Aug.,  1905. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Common  Dodging  Houses.  Adopted 
13th  Aug.,  1906. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Public  Slaughterhouses.  Adopted 
16th  Oct.,  1911. 

Byelaws  and  Amended  Byelaws  with  respect  to  Public 
Slaughterhouse.  Adopted  26th  Nov.,  1919. 
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